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Although Greeley's plurality on the sixth roll-call was
small, his gain over the fifth was large, being 74 votes,
that of Adams being only 15. This was a signal to all who
wished to be on the winning side to take shelter under
the old white hat. Changes were made before the result
was announced which gave Greeley 482 to 187 for Adams.
Then Greeley was declared nominated. The nomination
of Gratz Brown for Vice-President followed without
much opposition.

The supporters of Adams and of Trumbull were
stunned. The first impulse of their leaders, and espe-
cially of Schurz, was to put on sackcloth, and go into
retirement. Prompt decision, however, was necessary to
the editors of daily newspapers. Other persons could go
home and take days or weeks to think the matter over,
but those who, at Halstead's table, had decided against
David Davis, must needs make another prompt decision
before the next paper went to press. They decided to
support Greeley, because they had honestly led their
readers to an honest belief that the Cincinnati move-
ment was for the best interests of the Republic; and they
deemed it unfair to turn against it on account of per-
sonal vexation against a man whose candidacy had been
tolerated through the whole proceedings. That Greeley
was an unbalanced-man we all knew. That he was lia-
ble to go off at a tangent and that his self-esteem and
self-confidence might put him beyond the reach of good
counsel in affairs of great pith and moment, was the un-
expressed thought of most of us. But we knew that his
aims were patriotic, and we reflected that some risks are
taken at every presidential election. Greeley had not yet
been proved an unsafe President, and that was more
than could be said for Grant. In fact, Grant's second
term proved to be worse than his first.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